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erichs asked me what I thought of that measure. I do not
know whether he did it on his own account or whether he
was sent to me by people higher up. I pointed out to him
that two ways were open to the Government, It could
either wait patiently till the Duma became reasonable, or
else a new election act, free from the failings of the existing
one, must be elaborated with great care, taking advantage
of the experience gained in applying the present regulations.
Should the Government choose the first alternative, how-
ever, it would have to adhere in good faith to the letter and
spirit of the Act of October 17, 1905. My advice was not
heeded. The Second Duma was dissolved and there was
promulgated the new election law, which had been con-
cocted in great haste.
At my instance, the fundamental laws gave the Emperor
very extensive prerogatives in matters pertaining to the
defence of the country. When Stolypin enacted the election
law of June 3rd, which resulted in an obedient Duma, with a
majority belonging to the self-styled party of October I7th,
so-called, a tacit agreement was made between the Govern-
ment and the Duma, In virtue of it the Duma was allowed
to criticize the military policy of the Government, but, in
return, obligated itself not to touch upon Stolypin's regime
of White Terror which was then at its worst. It was as if
Stolypin spoke to the leaders of the Octobrist Duma ma-
jority in terms not unlike these: "You may play soldiers
as long as you please; I shall not interfere with you, all
the more so that I understand nothing of military matters.
But you must not interfere with me, you must let me play
the bloody game of executions and court-martial."
The Duma appointed a Committee on Defence, which
began to discuss military matters with a comical air of
competence. In the meantime the Octobrists' crack orators
made long speeches, inveighing against tlje military budget
of the Government, flaunting their patriotic ardour, and